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WELCOME TO SOPHOMORE PARENT NIGHT 
HOSTED BY THE SCHOOL COUNSELING DEPARTMENT 

 

November 10, 2021 

7:00 PM 

 

We are so excited that you could join us for an evening dedicated to the 

Class of 2024. 

 

A variety of topics will be covered, as you will see in the Power Point 

presentation. 

 

Our goal is to make sure your child has a fantastic experience at 

East Brunswick High School! 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
 
 

1. How do I keep abreast of information, activities, and deadlines regarding my child’s high 

school experience? 
 

 Check the EBHS home page, www.ebnet.org and look at different links, especially Daily 

Bulletin information and School Counseling links. You can also check our Twitter account @ 

EBHSprinc. In addition, you can create a Parent Observer account to receive updates via the 

Counseling Canvas Course. 

 

2. How do we respond when colleges request class rank? 
 

 As an increasing number of high schools do, we no longer provide class rank for admission 

purposes.  This allows the colleges to spend more time evaluating the levels of courses taken as 

well as the success in those courses, rather than providing an easy means for a quick decision.  

It forces the colleges to look at the overall academic record in more depth.  We do provide this 

information; however, please refer to the student handbook for scholarship consideration once 

the students have been accepted.  All the schools to which our students apply have readily 

accepted this policy. 

 

3. What appears on the high school transcript? 
 

 At the time of the beginning of the application process (fall of senior year), all final grades only 

throughout grades 9, 10, 11 plus designated courses for 12th grade appear.  In addition, course 

levels are designated by either H (Honors), AP (Advanced Placement) or DCC (Dual Credit 

Course); a key is provided on the transcript for other indicators listed.  The weighted grade 

point average (GPA), as well as designations for National Honor Society, National Merit Semi-

Finalist, or National Merit Commended Student are also listed.  Community Service will be 

listed on the transcript once students complete at least 15 hours. Community Service must be 

pre-approved by the grade level administrator. Approved courses not taken at East Brunswick 

High School will also appear on the transcript. Extracurricular activities and standardized test 

scores do not appear on the transcript.  We no longer release the standardized test scores. It is 

the applicant’s responsibility to have their standardized scores sent to colleges. 
 

4. What do colleges want? 
 

Everything!  Colleges want to see a student who has stretched himself or herself within reason, 

(i.e., appropriate course selection that is challenging, but not overwhelming).  Education works 

on a continuum and the student should continue to progress to the highest level in which (s)he 

can achieve academic success.  Standardized test scores should be competitive for a particular 

institution.  Generally, a college wants a well-rounded student who is active in extracurricular 

and leadership activities. 

 

5. What is the difference between PSAT, SAT Reasoning, and ACT? 

 

The PSAT is the Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test is given during the school day to all 

sophomores and juniors in October.  The test is primarily geared for juniors who are then 

eligible to compete for the National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (NMSQT).  EBHS 

http://www.ebnet.org/
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offers the PSAT free of charge to provide sophomores with a chance to practice the assessment, 

but they are not eligible for the NMSQT. It is very important for ALL juniors who are 

considering attending a college or university to take this test, as statistics prove that those 

students who have taken the PSAT score significantly higher than those students who do not 

take the test. 

 

The SAT Reasoning Test is a 3-hour, 45-minute test that measures critical reading, 

mathematical reasoning, and writing skills that students have developed over time and that they 

need to be successful in college.  The new SAT is better aligned with current curriculum and 

institutional practices in high school and college.  By including a third measure of skills - 

writing, the SAT reinforces the importance of writing throughout a student’s education and will 

help colleges make better admissions and placement decisions.  

 

The ACT is another college admission test published by the American College Testing 

Program.  The format of the test is different from the SAT in that it lists a composite score for 

four different areas (Science Reasoning, Reading, English, and Math).  Some students choose 

to take both kinds of tests, but either one is fine.  EBHS is now a testing site for this test. 

 

6. When is the best time to take the college admission tests? 

 

Although there are many ways to answer this question, the response often has to do with 

whether or not a student is taking AP examinations, final exams, etc. However, we recommend 

that our students typically take the SAT in their junior year in May, and once again in their 

senior year, preferably in October, but not later than December.  If a student is enrolled in 

Honors and/or AP classes, the scenario changes.  If that is the case, the student may then take 

the SAT in March and in May, and if necessary, AP exams in May. Once again, these same 

students should take an additional SAT in their senior year as well.  The ACT should be taken 

in June of the junior year, since the test is specifically geared towards measuring achievement 

at the end of the 11th grade.   

 

7. How many times should you take the SATs/ACTs? 
 

Students should take the SAT/ACT at least twice, but no more than three times.  Once in the 

junior and once in the senior year is what is generally recommended.  If needed, students 

should consider taking the SAT/ACT a third time since scholarships are often generated as a 

result of SAT/ACT scores. 

 

8. What is the best way to prepare for the college admission test? 
 

This question can be answered several ways depending upon the individual student’s needs.  

Some students feel they need a “coaching class,” while others can do fine on their own or with 

tutoring.  There are several different kinds of SAT/ACT prep courses that can vary dramatically 

in price.  We do not necessarily recommend one over another; it all depends on whatever works 

for your son/daughter.  EBHS has instituted its own SAT, PSAT and ACT Prep courses 

through Community Programs in the evenings.  This has been well received by the students. 
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9. What is Naviance: 
 

Naviance site:  http://connection.naviance.com/ebrunswickhs 
 

Log In – Beginning part of ebnet email account 

Password – ID Number 
 

• Go to the Careers tab 

o Under the what are my interests? section – take the “cluster finder” and “career 

interest profiler” to research the types of careers and majors that you may be 

interested in. 
 

• Go to the Colleges tab 

o Under the college research section – use the “Supermatch college search”, 

“college lookup” and “college search” to research schools/colleges that are of 

interest to you. 

 

10. When can the FAFSA be submitted? 
 

Change to FAFSA rules will allow Prior-Prior Year (PPY) Income Data when qualifying for 

Financial Aid beginning October 2016. This means you may file your FAFSA form as early as 

October 1st in your student’s senior year. Previously, the earliest was January 1st. This is good 

news as it allows colleges/universities to award financial aid packages earlier to students and 

will help you make a more informed decision when selecting a school. 

 

 

Thank you for coming to our Sophomore Parent Night.  Should you have any comments or 

suggestions, feel free to email me at lsultana@ebnet.org 
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